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Fenton STUNT students participate in Trunk-o-Treat 
at (BSD2) Johnson Elementary School.



Message from the Principal

Dear Fenton Families,

October has ended and the chill in the air is evident as we move into the 
winter months.

During the month of October Fenton High School had a 9-week 
progress check, parent-teacher conferences and a Teacher Institute Day 
where teachers used their expertise to enhance other teachers practices.  
Our students competed in IHSA state competitions and our boy’s cross 
country team qualified for the state tournament in Peoria. Our fall play, 
Metamorphoses, was a huge hit.     

In November our students will try out for Winter Sports and begin their 
quest for conference championships and as well as state recognition.  
Our staff will continue to meet regularly to improve student achievement 
and hone their teaching skills.

Please take note of the upcoming events in the calendar and our 
Wednesday Words from Fenton. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jovan Lazarevic
Associate Superintendent/ Principal



Continual learning creates quality leadership
 
To recognize the outstanding 
efforts of the nearly 6,000 
elected school board members 
throughout the state, November 
15, 2017 is designated as “School 
Board Members Day” in Illinois. 
This is an opportunity to build 
community awareness and 
understanding about the essential 
role locally elected board of 
education members assume in a 
representative democracy. This 
year’s School Board Members Day 
theme is “Leading by Learning.” 

Fenton Community High 
School District 100 would like 
to recognize and thank its board members: Oronzo Peconio, Paul 
Wedemann, Patty Jalowiec, Mary Ann Payton-Howell, Juliet Rago, 
Jacci Ramirez and Laura Wassinger for their time and dedication as 
they devote their time and energy for the successful education of our 
children.  
 

Wood Dale Art Festival, November 14
Student artwork from 
Fenton High School and 
Wood Dale Junior High is 
on display from October 
25 through November 15.  
Wood Dale Art Festival 
Reception on November 
14,  starts at 7pm.  
Celebrate our Fenton 
Artists at the Wood Dale 
Library in Wood Dale , the reception starts at 7pm, light refreshments 
will be served.  There will be over 70 artworks on display by Fenton 
Artists. Time to celebrate!



Speech Team 2017-18
The speech team is excited for their 2017-18 competition 
season and look forward to competing in 15 individual 
events. Our captains this year are returning members Nicole 
Rybak, Katie Babich, and Malien Tingpalpong. The team is 
headed by Coach Hendricks, Coach Feinberg and Coach 
O’Hara. Both Melissa Feinberg and Jackie O’Hara are alumni 
of Fenton High School and the speech team. With over 42 
members, a strong work ethic, and dedicated partnerships 
between coaches and team, we are optimistic about 
competing strongly at our ten invitational tournaments. This 
year, Fenton will host the IHSA regional competition on 
February 3rd, 2018. From there, we plan to advance as many 
individuals and groups to sectionals and state competition.  
 
Our team motto is “Say it like you mean, but mean it 
when you say it.” If you are still interested in joining the 
competition, see Ms. Hendricks at a Monday team meeting 
after school in room 539. 
 

 

   New  Marquee is Live 
 
    The Fenton marquee has been  
    replaced and is now live. This is a  
    fantastic resource for upcoming  
    events and an opportunity to  
    promote the events and accomplishments of Fenton  
`    High School.



Halloween in the Preschool program and BeREAL October winners

 
 
 

Congratulations to Our Teachers Are 
Mentors Winners
In celebration of everything teachers do for their 
students, recently DuPage Credit Union gave away 
cash prizes to 8 lucky winners so they could continue 
enriching their classrooms with life lessons. 

Thank you to all our teachers, administration and 
support staff for your continued dedication to our local 
students. You truly are making a difference in their lives 
and our community! Congratulations to Ms. Cushing 
and Ms. Norris who each won $100 for supplies for their 
classrooms.
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Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) Parent  
Connection
During the month of November, Fenton’s SEL program will focus 
on “How to Help a Friend in Need.” More specifically, we will focus 
on developing the skill of empathy and providing information 
on suicide prevention. Students will be given information on 
how to find help for themselves or their friends if they are feeling 
depressed or suicidal. Students will be given a card that they can 
give to a friend or adult if they need help (see below).  

 
However, those who know their children best and can offer early 
intervention in these unfortunate situations are parents. Tragically, 
suicide is the third leading cause of death among youth between 10 
and 19 years of age. These heartbreaking deaths can be prevented if 
parents, educators, and students know the warning signs of suicide 
and intervene early. According to the National Association for 
School Psychologists (NASP), these risk factors and warning signs 
include:

•	 Mental illness including depression, conduct  
 disorders, and substance abuse.
•	 Family stress/dysfunction.
•	 Environmental risks, including presence of a firearm  
 in the home.
•	 Situational crises (i.e., traumatic death of a loved one,  
 physical or sexual abuse, family violence, etc.).
•	 Suicidal threats in the form of direct and indirect statements.
•	 Suicide notes and plans.
•	 Prior suicidal behavior.
•	 Making final arrangements (e.g., making funeral 



arrangements, writing a will, giving away prized possessions).
•	 Preoccupation with death.
•	 Changes in behavior, appearance, thoughts and/or feelings.

The NASP recommends that parents take the following steps if 
they suspect their child is contemplating suicide:

•	 Remain calm.
•	 Ask the youth directly if he or she is thinking about suicide.
•	 Focus on your concern for their wellbeing and avoid being 

accusatory.
•	 Listen.
•	 Reassure them that there is help and they will not feel like this 

forever.
•	 Do not judge.
•	 Provide constant supervision. Do not leave the youth alone.
•	 Remove means for self-harm.
•	 Get help: Parents should seek help from school or community 

mental health resources as soon as possible. 

A helpful resource for parents dealing with these issues is the Jason 
Foundation’s Parent Resource Program (jasonfoundation.com/
prp). Please contact a guidance counselor at Fenton if you would 
like to discuss concerns specific to your son or daughter. Until next 
month, stay healthy!

Progress on the Welcome Poles
The purpose of this project is to unite our community, provide 
wellness through visual art, and create a sculpture for our 
community to enjoy for years to come. 

Last month a group of volunteers 
met and planned the themes/colors/
designs for the three “Welcome Poles”. 
On November 30, staff, students and 
community members are invited to 
continue to partake in the next hands on 
session.  During this session, volunteers 
will be guided in the creating of ceramic 
segments that will be used to build the 
“Welcome Poles.”



 Music Department News
The Fenton High School Music Department is proud to 
announce that the following students have been selected 
to participate in this year’s Illinois Music Educators 
Association District 1 honor ensembles:

Band: Alexis Vargas, Clarinet
Choir: Monika Nevarez Soprano II, Uma Shivde Soprano 
I, Danielle Smith, Alto I, Ann Sofineti Alto II, Madeleine 
Subach Alto II, Jacob Trzeciak Tenor II, Oscar Varela Jr. 
Bass I 
Jazz: Alexis Vargas, Trumpet

The jazz festival will be held at Thornton Fractional South 
H.S. on November 11 & the concert festival will be held 
at Elmhurst College on November 18h. Over 2000 music 
students from across Chicagoland prepare a rigorous 
audition for these esteemed honor ensembles. After the 
audition, only the best musicians are chosen to participate 
in the district festival.  This district festival also may qualify 
them for participation at the state level.  Congratulations to 
all students who tried out.

The Fenton High School Music Department will be hosting 
the elementary students of Bensenville School District 2 and 
Wood Dale School District 7 at their annual Elementary 
Holiday Music Program on Thursday, November 30th 
from 9:30-10:30 AM.  Elementary age students will hear 
the Swing Choir, Concert Choir, and Symphonic Wind 
Ensemble perform in concert.   This event is sponsored by 
Fenton High School & the Bensenville Arts Council.



Band News
The Fenton Jazz Ensemble will be performing at the 
Bensenville Rotary Fundraiser Dinner on Thursday, 
November 9th at White Pines Golf Club.  The Jazz 
Ensemble will provide entertainment for the event prior to 
dinner being served. 
 

Students in the community 
Students from the team-taught Social Studies class (Allison 
Szkorla, Ron Janik, Nadine Fiorito, Maureen Porto and 
Kristina Valenzuela) visited the Bensenville Rec Center, 
Cardinal Printing, Woodfield Mall and the Wood Dale 
Police Department recently.

Students from the Black and White Photo and Digital 
Photo class. They walked around Bensenville including 
St. Alexian Church, Bensenville Library and downtown 
Bensenville.

 




